Teeth in the fracture line.
The department of maxillo-facial surgery in Cologne University has, for some 15 years, routinely treated patients with mandibular fractures, in which a tooth lies in the fracture line, by means of Champy miniplates. A review of such cases was conducted to determine the viability of such teeth not electively extracted at the time of fracture reduction. It was found that only rarely did the "salvaged" tooth subsequently require extraction and we believe our results should encourage the clinician to attempt to retain "fracture line" teeth unless there is an absolute contraindication.